At the conclusion of his long work of elaboration of the Index Thomisticus (the concordance of all the works of St. Thomas Aquinas), Father ROBERTO BUSA s.j. proposed the following problem to me: For each of the 179 elaborated works, we know the exact number of words and the exact number of graphic forms. Obviously, from this data it also results that the ratio between the number of forms and the number of words decreases with an increasing number of words. Does a formula exist that will compare two works of different length so that one can affirm that one work has comparatively more forms than another? For instance, the work with the code number 017-QDI contains 10,238 words and 1,471 forms. Does this work have comparatively more or less forms than work 012-QDV which has 114,991 words and 9,016 forms?
Father Busa asked me for the pure quantitative data. He also told me that he would not interpret or evaluate this data in terms of" lexical wealth" as he doubts that anything can be concluded in this regard on the basis of this data alone. Indeed, he believes that lexical wealth must be measured on the basis of a much wider range of parameters.
THE ANSWER
Following the process reported below, a relation between the number of words (W) and the number of graphic forms (F) has been found: it results that this relationship can be expressed with a straight line on a bi-logarithmic diagram: The expression (2) has been preferred to the expression F = A" W B, because in (2) the constant A has a significant value, that is the number of forms corresponding to 10,000 words, mean value in the interval of log W. It is evident that the expressions (1) and (2) The constants log A and B of (1) were computed by least-squares polynomial approximation on the logarithmic diagram.
The complete results of the computations are reported in Tables 3 rl~NCO MELETTI S. J. (Tables 2 and 4 ) present not significant differences, which are included in the random variations. On the other hand, the constants A and B of the Thomistic works compared with those of the Parathomistic works (Table 1 and 3) present significant differences, using the Student-Fisher's test (see Figure 2) . Table 4 one can notice that among the Thomistic works the Stenographic reports (REPOtLTATIONES), which are distinct from the truly dictated works (these are among the proper works), present a RMS deviation of F which is about half of that of the other groups of Thomistic works; is this a significant fact?
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The straight-line behaviour of the function F =f(W) on the logarithmic diagram is seen along the whole interval of W, from the minimum of about W = 200 up to a maximum of about 600,000 words, without showing a tendency to flatten with regard to the W axis. However the sum of the words of the entire Thomistic Corpus (W = 10,600,085) presents a number of graphic forms F = 132,125 which is lower than the mean (extrapolated) value computed by the expression (1); but this point does not much exceed the double of the RMS deviation (see figure 1) .
LIST OF THE WORKS OF THE CORPUS OF THE INDEX THOMISTICUS
Serial number, abbreviation, tide, number of words, number of graphic forms are reported for every work. 
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